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DICTIONARY:
aardwolf tooromakaj 
abbreviated bʉddekawíe 
acacia taarí (shorter), alda (taller) 
activist júnyúŋodʉŋo
A.D. Ísa’ŋ Aye 
ago asá bɨtʉl
agreement/treaty jasi 
agriculture tʉʉriŋnadʉoŋ
airport dɨɨroŋ
ally janyʉ́ŋɨ, ampára 
ancient tóóríg 
animal karâbsállâ
apartheid kerkerejeeŋ 
April Kósoŋáŋ
arc nabbâl (=bow) 
area (as in the area of a country) lóó
army daálim    
atom tíny 
August Koróŋ
autonomy suuríŋkʉrɨŋ
autumn taa
bachelor’s degree sanandur
battalion (army) dogôgo 
B.C. Ísa’ŋ Waar 
behavior amal 
billion bíri



black market wěle kɨrɨ ́
book dombore
border kiná
brain  jʉ́ʉ́rʉ́
breed (of animal) dóláŋ (plural kolá)
breeding jʉrnyó 
brigadier general tobá    
brush (vegetation which blocks path) bʉ́ʉs
business sôŋgoŋáŋdaarates (lit. 
‘money organization’) 
capital deemkuri
captain (army) kôlpa 
captivity dárá
career jaiŋiŋtáárí
cartoon karjajáŋjaluŋ
central túlékʉŋo’ŋ 
century ayéŋapíri
citizens ba̱rʉ́ŋkwa
city deem
civilization bʉgʉlɨŋ
civil war deerdɨokwaŋ 
clan órréittî 
class (taxonomic category) órré 
classify kergeltes 
climate lóóda̱wlo (situation of air) 
cloven hoof kǎrupijje
coastline tʉʉmíŋa̱rɨ ́
coffee dʉrrɨdɨkkô
coin dáwrâŋrɨdɨŋ̂
college gʉʉdtʉró



colonel (military) oor 
colonization ba̱rʉŋáŋgorgôs 
command (as in e.g. ‘Southern Command’ in the 
army) ǒrnaŋáŋdáldá
commercial (things which are sold)         mandanyáŋ
commodities julʉŋkʉrsoŋa
company (in army) dʉoŋ
conference zappagoreŋjoŋ
conflict (fighting) deer 
conflict (verbal, no actual fighting) kóór 
congress, convention (name of political party)      
jɨsɨŋo 
conservation íríjaa       
constitution kʉrɨŋɨŋ́ebede 
continent bá̱rʉ́ 
co-president ba̱rʉ́ŋta̱bʉŋarrá(arrá is co-)
corporal (military) dolma 
corporation sôŋgoŋa’ŋjíso’ŋdarra
corps (in army) dʉsʉg    
cotton nyɨře
council sossogêŋdaara 
country ba̱rʉ
county ʉmʉdɨé
cow (generic and female) ú
cow (male) nuuŋ
cow (young) nuŋí
critically (as in ‘critically endangered’) dɨřro 
crops tááŋá
culture bʉllɨŋ 
currency rɨdɨn̂ 



dairy products baimíŋtereŋa
deadly wǎyíŋ
December Taadorol
decolonization ba̱rʉŋáŋgorgôsíŋjáge    
degree, diploma dɨblóm
democracy jʉmbʉtaŋkuri
depose ka̱rʉ̂l
desert negêb 
developed (e.g. country) tʉmʉŋo 
diamond dɨɨmon 
diarrhea kɨo
diaspora perrajee ŋkwǎ
diet (what certain animals eat) na̱mɨé 
digestive tract jáwníŋdorá
discrimination kergeljáa 
division (in army) ja̱ŋga̱rɨŋ
(African wild) dog ʉʉníe 
domesticated elle’ŋ 
dominant páal
drought órá
dust turíl 
dynasty kuriŋáŋdɨɨrɨé 
east sǎba
economics jʉmbʉrɨŋgʉʉd
economy jombóró 
education gʉʉd
election jʉ́mbʉt
endangered jágíŋijǔuŋ
energy kʉrróŋjaná 
entertainment nʉ́ŋɨ’ŋáa          (watching) 



environment lóósʉʉrʉ    (situation of 
land) 
estimate gánnin (estimation is 
gánníneŋ) 
even (number) jaaru
evidence á̱tɨńɨé (literally ‘footprint’) 
exclave tembel 
extinct pááneŋɨŋɨ
factory pɨŕɨáppâ
family (taxonomic category) aala 
farming tʉʉriŋnadʉoŋ
February Noyóŋ
federal kuriŋdittǐŋ
ferment mʉ́ʉ́rʉ́jáa
fever suuríŋtʉkkɨŋ
fiber wɨɨt
fingernail dóŋáŋkáaru
first lieutenant tʉgʉ díígkʉŋo  
fluffy kʉnyʉ́rʉ 
forage, gather tesber 
foreign jéláŋáŋ (I think this is 
formally a noun, ‘of foreignness’) 
forest rʉkko 
fox bôrnyoittî 
freedom baaj
fruit kuruŋáŋkwǎ
game reserve karábaŋjaabil 
general (miiitary) tɨbó
genus (taxonomic category) toŋ’íŋkwa 
geology sʉʉrjʉmbʉtíŋjɨẃɨ



geography sʉʉrʉ́ŋkinaŋáŋjaa
germs díwlíŋssimidîdi 
giraffe ʉʉ́r
gland joog? bǒrgo?
(domestic female) goat diw (generic term) 
(domestic male) goat dá̱y
(domestic old nonproductive male) goat

dá̱ytʉre 
(domestic young) goat máa
gold daab
gorilla korójɨgɨrgɨŕe
government kuriŋa
GDP (Gross Domestic Product) téréŋá gábál nyétiŋ

 (lit. Product domestic gross) 
gulf baaríŋdóŋá
handicap oya (‘obstacle’) 
harem (for animals)    hǎil
helicopter wɨŕwɨŕ
herbivore osomjâm
herd dáldá
hero jee
hierarchy kʉrronjamino 
higher education gʉʉd irikʉŋo 
history sime 
holiday ʉmelíŋsog
honor (receive an honor) ba̱gɨ
honorary ba̱gɨja̱ní
hoof zoŋgobe 
horn (of animal) dolpá
hospital épéró



hour tin
human rights dʉldɨ’ŋulúga 
hunt awla 
husbandry jurnyó
hyena tooro 
(brown) hyena tooromʉroŋ
(spotted) hyena toorotɨĺwal 
(striped) hyena tooromírkindí
illness, disease raja
important ta̱gɨd̂ 
independence dítǐnjaari
industry jetérésuŋŋâ
inequality a̱rrɨŋɨŋ́wa̱rɨŋ
infection díwlíŋsimitɨǒ
inflammation suuríŋsʉʉ (or just 

influential person jellódʉŋo 
inhabitants sʉʉrʉ́ŋkwǎ
institution daarajarímó
intellectual gʉʉdʉŋoriyâ
intensive sʉŋɨŋtetebe 
international (‘in many countries’) 

ba̱rʉŋásuŋŋáaŋdɨo
international (‘between countries’) ba̱rʉŋáŋtáas
jackal bôrnyoappâ
January Taanɨl̂íŋ
July Kuyweél
June Potáŋ
jungle kʉ̂mo 
king ábakuri



kingdom (political and taxonomic category) 
ba̱rʉ́ŋabakuri

labor táárí (work), kʉrróŋtáárí 
(specifically physical) 
lake baw 
lance corporal (military) ba̱rɨ
landlocked sʉʉrʉ́rrɨŋ́
language bele
lattice ba̱tɨr̂, aile 
layer (e.g. of skin) soor 
leader (general) ta̱bʉ (including just 
‘leader’ as opposed to being the leader of 
something in particular) 
leader of village sagal
leaf nyúlúm
least concern (ecological category) saaréŋdomiŋ
legal rights dáálíŋulúga 
leopard jáárá
liberation jaráŋ
lieutenant tʉgʉ 
lieutenant colonel (military)sábá
lieutenant general (military)      tʉmbʉl
lifecycle jaiŋíŋjóllíŋi
lifestyle jaiŋíŋdorá
lion mʉʉrʉ́
literacy rimínjɨw 
literature ta̱wre
livestock baím (s.), baíma (p.)
lung kumur 
maintenance jaáŋo



major (military) dóŋgol 
major general togo 
malaria kɨrró
malnutrition ta̱wɨ
mammal ka̱nsʉdʉŋo, plural 
ka̱nsʉkwǎ
many suŋŋ CHECK 
March Sǔbuŋáŋ
market wěle 
marsh dâyiŋpaaj 
marshall (military) ampa    
master’s degree tɨsol 
May Dôrŋáŋ
medal sáas 
medicine naara 
megafauna karâbsállâtɨldɨḿe 
member togol 
middle túlé
Middle East Sǎba Túlékʉŋo
million míri
mine (noun, to get minerals) pʉrréŋdʉ́ló 
minute selem 
modern môda 
money sôŋgo 
monument kwanyéttǐŋba̱gɨŋ́eram 
(public memorial) 
most saasuŋá (superlative) 

suŋŋáŋere (majority) 
NUMBER+SUPERLATIVE —

Sin ba̱rʉ ɨɨs appâkʉŋŋi dulding dio



‘China is the 3rd largest 
country in the world’
mountain pʉgó
mouth (end) of river roóŋjáŋíŋi
movement (political) júnyúŋo 
mule leelmúrtá 
national park bá̱rʉ́’ŋdáári
nature jetérêŋkará̱ba 
near threatened (ecological category)        
naáŋma̱kkɨŋ
non-aligned táasáŋtáas
north rɨɨ́
northwest rɨɨ́dʉ́gʉ́
November taáŋ
number díígiŋ
ocean páajtélele
October Ederáŋ
odd (number) píir 
officer (in army) sa̱ɨŋ́o
official ségǎŋ
old toy 
oral literature ʉtóbeléŋ ta̱wre
order (taxonomic category)        dɨɨrɨé
ordinals -kʉŋo, -kwaŋ
organization daarates 
organize tesjáa 
ornamental sanyjara 
painting galaŋáŋǔlǔjaldó
pan-Africanism Apɨrɨgɨŋ’íŋjɨrgɨŋ́ó
pan-Africanist Apɨrɨgɨŋ’íŋjɨrgɨŋ́ódʉŋo



paper currency paragíŋrɨdîn
park dáári
pattern (colors) kúrnyǎ
(political) party tiríjinnéŋdaara    
pasture dʉoŋ
peace dóŋá
peak/top of mountain/tree síbít
pet karâbmáne 
PhD urtutu
physiology suuríŋájíŋâŋjɨẃɨ
phylum ja̱ŋgá̱rɨŋ́ɨ
plateau debbetebees
platoon sʉ̂lla    
play (children) buda
play (game) jawal
play (musical instrument) jawal, ja̱ldɨ ́
philosophy jerriŋdorá (way of thinking) 
plant (noun) osom 
pneumonia kumuríŋsʉʉ
politician tiríjiridʉŋo    
politics tiríjinniŋa 
population (of a country) kwǎŋdiigiŋ 
posterior digestive tract (hindgut) jáwníŋdoráŋ soor
poverty ire 
president ba̱rʉ́ŋta̱bʉ
prime minister bagal waarkʉŋo 
private (army) bárá 
privatize jundínákʉrɨŋɨŋ́á-iiba 
prize kʉrrónjawí
products téréŋá



profession táárîŋjáwli
project táárîŋjárri
promote (as in ‘promote animal conservation’) 

ja̱gɨt́ɨ 
public kwanyéttǐŋ
pygmy ba̱nɨmitir 
queen yáakuri 
race (e.g. black, white) dɨɨŋ́    (this also means 
‘root’) 
rancher baimadʉŋo 
rank (in e.g. army) dʉbʉ́ja 
rape jáadurúŋ
rare tárrá 
rate (as in ‘literacy rate’) ɨlol
rebel (noun)  dʉŋo
rebel (verb) kʉrɨŋ    jééro 
rebellion kʉrɨŋɨŋ́jééro
referendum kwaŋjaáŋo
regiment/brigade (army) yúuyu
region sʉʉrʉ́ŋa̱rɨ ́
religion tá̱á̱rɨ ́
reptile kosoot 
republic kʉldɨŋaba̱rʉŋ
respiratory tract jʉ́ʉ́ŋóláŋdorá
retirement tʉɨŋɨŋ́jaarîŋ
revolution magaga, kanna    
revolutionary magagadʉŋo, kannadʉŋo 
rhinoceros bírbir 
river roosarab 
road, highway (between villages/cities) dorá



root vegetables dɨɨŋjamdʉŋo (literally 
‘edible roots)
royal family ábakuríŋ gala
ruminants dǎyjaágokwǎ
rural elle 
savannah kʉ́ʉmo
school room
science da̱ldɨŋjɨẃɨ
scramble (as in ’scramble for Africa’) járríŋi
sea baar
seaport baaríŋgaarí 
secede jʉ́nsɨŋ́ɨ
second (time) set, séttiŋ 
secondary education baama̱wkʉŋoŋ gʉʉd
second lieutenant tʉgʉ a̱wkʉŋo  
Secretary General Nyégéreg’íŋ Wǎdadʉŋo
secure (categories of endangeredness)        dommi 
sergeant (military) dʉlgo 
September Uróŋ
sexual orientation a̱jɨlɨŋɨŋ́jaáŋo (’sexual 
preference’) 
sexual violence na̱a̱rɨŋɨŋ jɨttɨŋa
shrub torgós 
sign (e.g. peace treaty)    ósomjaní 
skeleton á̱ŋgá̱ny 
slaughter deebe (noun), dáabenjáá
smart, clever riá
socialism jŋrgɨŋ́ôŋsimira 
soldier ka̱lda̱g 
south sǎ]ɨd



species jaluŋtoŋ
spring (season) uŋâŋ
squad (army) dárbáŋá
square sárrâba 
staff sergeant balda 
state a̱kʉ́ro
statue dɨt́óŋíŋjaluŋ
sterile (can’t reproduce) baaru
street (inside village or city) oro
sub- (as in ‘subspecies’)     -íŋsabba 
subsistence toŋíŋkwaŋ
subtropical tokkétokké
summer uri 
supervise já̱lpʉ́ŋo
survival jaiŋ
swamp kurúŋáŋpaaj 
sworn in dombore taan 
symptom ɨrola
system dora 
technology jɨwɨŋtááríjáa
temperate (niinii)tokkélúllá
therapeutic dááweŋjeeŋ
thousand líri
three ɨɨs
timber baldaleppê
town deemittî 
tradition áádé
tribe órré
trophy kása 
tropical tokké



underdeveloped (e.g. country) jʉtʉ́mó’ŋdǔu 
ungulates karâbzoŋgobekwǎ
unity jɨrgɨŋ́o
university ɨsó
unsuited taraasâiba
upper  írí, debbe 
vegetables (leaf) (not checked) kɨĺojamkwǎ
vice president ba̱rʉ́ŋta̱bʉ taar, ba̱rʉ́ŋta̱bʉ 
polgóny 
village elle
vote (verb) aaráŋja̱bɨ 
vulnerable (ecological category) ereŋalésjásáríŋ
war deerkóór 
warrant officer (military) berber 
weapon(originally stick used for defense) ba̱rɨ
weed dǎyjʉ́rʉs 
weigh dɨrrɨŋ
west dʉ́gʉ́
wetland paaj
wild (animal) jutáŋ
wild dog (African) ʉʉníe
win (e.g. prize) pʉ́ʉ́zeŋjeeŋ
winner pʉ́ʉ́zeŋjeeŋdʉŋo
winter dili 
woolly kʉnyʉ́rʉ
world da̱ldɨ (not discussed)
written literature rim’íŋ ta̱wre
zebra leeljutáŋ


